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Dirty Dancing, 1987 
Directed by Emile Ardolino 

Screenplay by Eleanor Bergstein 

Running time: 97 minutes 

Blue-ray chapters do not agree with the chapters listed here. 

 
Cast 

Frances óBabyô Houseman Jennifer Grey 

Johnny Castle Patrick Swayze 

Dr. Jake Houseman Jerry Orbach 
Penny Johnson Cynthia Rhodes 

Max Kellerman Jack Weston 

Lisa Houseman Jane Brucker 
Marjorie Houseman Kelly Bishop 

Neil Kellerman Lonny Price 

Robbie Gould Max Cantor 
Tito Suarez Charles óHoniô Coles 

Billy Kostecki Neal Jones 

Magician óCousin Brucieô Morrow 
Stan Wayne Knight 

Mrs. Schumacher Paula Trueman 

Mr. Schumacher Alvin Myerovich 
Vivian Pressman Miranda Garrison 

Moe Pressman Garry Goodrow 

 

Credits 

Directed  Emile Ardolino 

Screenplay Eleanor Bergstein 
Associate Producer Doro Bachrach 

Co-producer Eleanor Bergstein 

Executive Producer Mitchell Cannold, Steven Reuther 
Producer Linda Gottlieb 

Original Music  John DeNicola, Donald Markowitz, John Morris, Frankie Previte 

Non-original Music Berry Gordy ñDo you Love Me?ò 

Cinematography Jeff Jur 

Film Editing Peter C. Frank 
Casting Bonnie Timmermann 

Production Design David Chapman 

Art Direction Mark Haack, Stephen J. Lineweaver 
Set Decoration Clay A. Griffith 

Costume Design Hilary Rosenfeld 

 

Chapter 1: Main Title , 1987  
Commentary by Eleanor Bergstein  The idea of this film started by creating the soundtrack first 

and then the writer Eleanor Bergstein (writer and co-producer) working her way through the 

sound track came up with the story you are about to see.  All of these musical numbers were part 

of her personal collection of 33ôs and 45ôs, a reference to vinyl recordings popular in the 1980ôs.  

This is not so much a non-traditional style of writing as many writers will immerse themselves in 

music of a period or story as they write.  She sent the script off with a cassette tape of the 

soundtrack, and was turned down numerous times by producers and executives.  Yet monthôs 

later producers and executives would call and ask for another copy of the tape as theirs had been 

ruined by use. The tapes have become valuable collectorôs item in Hollywood, which are simply 

labeled ñEBôs Dirty Dancingò.  It took ten years to get the film made. 

 

Title credits done by Richard Greenberg. 
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There are two types of music in this sound track; you have the (1) Clean Teen 

and (2) Dirty Dancing.  The clean teen is what Baby listens to until she finds 

her rhythm in Dirty dancing. 

 
0:03:08  Biography for Director by Emile Ardolino  

Date of birth 9 May 1943, Maspeth, NY 

Date of death 20 November 1993, Bel Air, CA. (AIDS) 

 

Director - filmography    

1. Gypsy (1993) (TV)  

2. The Nutcracker (1993)   

3. Sister Act (1992)  

4. 3 Men and a Little Lady (1990)   
5. Chances Are (1989)  

6. Dirty Dancing (1987)  
7. The Rise and Rise of Daniel Rocket (1986) (TV)  

8. He Makes Me Feel Like Dancin' (1983)  

9. "Faerie Tale Theatre" (1982) TV Series  
10. Alice at the Palace (1982) (TV)  

11. A Midsummer Night's Dream (1982) (TV)  

12. When Hell Freezes Over, I'll Skate (1979) (TV)  

13. Baryshnikov at the White House (1979) (TV)  

14. "Great Performances: Dance in America" (1976) TV Series   

Producer - filmography    
1. Gypsy (1993) (TV) (producer)  
2. He Makes Me Feel Like Dancin' (1983) (producer)  

3. When Hell Freezes Over, I'll Skate (1979) (TV) (producer)  

4. Baryshnikov at the White House (1979) (TV) (producer)  
5. "Great Performances: Dance in America" (1976) TV Series  

Miscellaneous Crew - filmography    

1. Oh! Calcutta! (1972) (projected media)  
2. The Wedding Party (1969) (special assistance)  

Actor - filmography   
1. Dirty Dancing (1987) Cameo 

  

 

Chapter 2: A Summer at Kellerman's (0:02:15)  
Big Girls Donôt Cry this is our example of clean teen music.  The book she is reading is The 

Plight of the Pheasant, nice touch of humor right from the start.   

 

MD601 is the license plate, which is Eleanor Bergsteinôs parentôs residence on Dehoe Drive, a 

plate they never could get in real life, but here they get it in their afterlife and in a movie. 

 

Continuity: In the beginning when the family is in the car and Baby puts her hands around her 

father's neck, he has a T-shirt on under his shirt. When they arrive at Kellerman's and he gets out 

of the car there's no T-shirt. 

 

The reveal of Kellermanôs is important, as they wanted to show the scope of this movie.  The 

movie was shot in two locations Lake Lure, North Carolina and Mountain Lake Resort, 

Pembroke, Virginia.  The front reveal is Virginia.  You see these white fences to North Carolina 

and in the Virginia locations, as they traveled with the fences to make the shots appear seamless. 

 

Kellermanôs exists only in the movie, there is no real location called the Kellermanôs Mountain 

Resort, it is based on Grossingerôs Terrace Hill House in the Sullivan Country Catskills.  At its 

peak, Grossingerôs entertained 150,000 guests per year.  Having opened in 1919, the resort 

closed in 1986 just as Dirty Dancing was about to begin production. 

 

0:04:00 Actress Jennifer Grey in the back seat with the book, her father is legendary actor 

dancer, choreographer Joel Grey, who won an Oscar in 1972 for Cabaret.  Jennifer Grey is an 

American actress. She was born in 1960 at New York. She played 'Jeanie Bueller' in the 1986 

film 'Ferris Bueller's Day Off' before starring as 'Baby Houseman' in the 1987 film 'Dirty 

Dancing'. 

 
 Biography for Jennifer Grey 

Date of birth 26 March 1960, NY, NY 

Height 5' 3"   

http://www.probertencyclopaedia.com/CZA.HTM#ACTRESS
http://www.probertencyclopaedia.com/GKF.HTM#NEW_YORK
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Spouse Clark Gregg 2001-present, one child 

 

Trivia  

 Daughter of Broadway actor/dancer/choreographer Joel Grey and Jo Wilder. 

 Was engaged to Matthew Broderick and Johnny Depp. 

 Studied acting at New York City's prestigious Neighborhood Playhouse under legendary acting coach, 

Sanford Meisner. 

 In a recent interview for Channel 5 (UK) she said that having plastic surgery to her nose was the worst 

mistake she had ever made. This was because she was no longer recognizable as the girl from the film "Dirty 
Dancing", just somebody who looked a bit like her. 

 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: This pert, curlyhaired daughter of actor-singer-dancer 
Joel Grey opened moviegoers' eyes as the lovesick, ugly-duckling teenager who blossoms (under Patrick Swayze's 

able tu telage) in Dirty Dancing (1987), a box office sleeper. Following in the family footsteps, Grey started acting 

in the early 1980s, landing supporting roles in Reckless, The Cotton Club, Red Dawn (all 1984), and American 
Flyers (1985), before making her mark in the teen comedy Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986) as the put-upon sister of 

Matthew Broderick (with whom she was once linked romantically). The following year, Dirty Dancing was a 

tremendous hit, and suddenly everyone knew who Jennifer Grey was. Inexplicably, she seemed unable to 
capitalize on that success in subsequent films; she has since appeared on the big screen infrequently, in such misguided efforts as the barely 

released Runyonesque travesty, Bloodhounds of Broadway (1989) and the sailing saga Wind (1992).   
Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 

Actress - filmography   
1. Keith (2006) Caroline 
2. Ritual (2001/I) Dr. Alice Dodgson  

3. Bounce (2000) Janice Guerrero 

4. "It's Like, You Know..." (1999) TV Series  Jennifer Grey  
5. Since You've Been Gone (1998) (TV) Patty Reed  

6. The Secrets of My Heart (1998) Abby Friese  

7. Outrage (1998) (TV) Sally Casey  
8. The Player (1997) (TV)  

9. Red Meat (1997) Candice  

10. Lover's Knot (1996) Megan Forrester  
11. Portraits of a Killer (1996) Elaine Taylor 

12. The West Side Waltz (1995) (TV) Robin Ouiseau  
13. A Case for Murder (1993) (TV) Kate Weldon  

14. Wind (1992) Kate Bass  

15. Eyes of a Witness (1991) (TV) Christine Baxter  
16. Criminal Justice (1990) (TV) Liz Carter  

17. Murder in Mississippi (1990) (TV) Rita Schwerner  

18. If the Shoe Fits (1990) (TV) Kelly Carter/Prudence  
19. Bloodhounds of Broadway (1989) Lovey Lou  

20. Gandahar (1988) (voice) Airelle  

21. Dirty Dancing (1987) Frances 'Baby' Houseman  
22. Ferris Bueller's Day Off (1986) Jeanie Bueller  

23. Cindy Eller: A Modern Fairy Tale (1985) (TV) Laura Eller  

24. American Flyers (1985) Leslie  
25. The Cotton Club (1984) Patsy Dwyer  

26. Red Dawn (1984) Toni  
27. Reckless (1984) Cathy Bennario 

 

Jack Weston, playing the owner of the resort Max Kellerman, veteran character appeared in Wait 

Until Dark & The Incredible Mr. Limpet. 

 
Biography of Jack Weston (Kellerman)  
Date of birth 21 August 1924, Cleveland, OH 

Date of death 3 May 1996, NY, NY. (lymphoma) 

Birth name Jack Weinstein    

 

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia:  Chubby, 

perpetually perspiring character comedian who's invaluable as an affable 

stooge or goofy bad guy. A child actor in his hometown of Cleveland, and later 
a busy Broadway actor (with several Neil Simon plays to his credit), Weston 

broke into movies with 1958's Stage Struck and went on to enliven such 

popular comedies as Please Don't Eat the Daisies (1960), The Honeymoon 
Machine (1961), It's Only Money (1962), The Incredible Mr. Limpet (1964), 

Cactus Flower (1969), A New Leaf (1971), and Fuzz (1972). He tackled 

occasional serious roles along the way, in such films as Imitation of Life (1959), Mirage (1965), The Thomas Crown Affair (1968), and notably 
as one of the card players in The Cincinnati Kid (1965) and Alan Arkin's ill-fated henchman in Wait Until Dark (1967). Weston had his two best 

roles in 1976: In The Ritz he was a schlemiel hiding from his Mafia hitman brother-in-law in a gay bathhouse; in Gator he carried on a highly 

improbable romance with Alice Ghostley. He played Alan Alda's dentist pal in The Four Seasons (1981), and then continued the role in the 
subsequent TV series in 1984. He was seen to good effect as the owner of the Catskills resort in Dirty Dancing and as the hapless agent of Warren 

Beatty and Dustin Hoffman in the hapless Ishtar (both 1987). Weston is still active on stage and television, where he had the distinction of 

costarring with The Marquis Chimps in "The Hathaways" (1961-62).  
Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc. 

 

0:04:48 The dance instructor Cynthia Rhodes, ñPenny Johnson,ò is married to 80ôs pop star 

Richard Marx.  She appeared in his 1987 music video ñDonôt Mean Nothing.ò 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001297/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1479134/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000111/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000136/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105824/
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These opening shots are Virginia as they wanted 

to feature the lake in the background.  Originally 

this scene was written for swimming pool, the 

reason why they wanted to show that is that this 

was one of the first places where blacks and 

whites were allowed to swim together in the 

same pool, and they really wanted to show that 

factual tidbit, but couldnôt find a resort with a 

pool.  This was one of the last summers of liberalism 1963. 

 

Although they barely dance during the movie, Jerry Orbach and Kelly Bishop 

(Baby's parents) were both well-known as Broadway singers and dancers. In 

fact, their most famous Broadway musicals - "A Chorus Line" for Bishop and 

"Chicago" for Orbach - had engaged in a famous rivalry for box office and 

awards when they opened within months of each other in 1975. 

 

Chapter 3: Some Staff Rules (0:05:44)  
Now we have filming during ñmagic hourò, which is a reference to the period after the sun has 

set and we have daylight still, it gives off this nice warm glowing 

light. 

 

0:06:26 The voice over explains the two different types of staff 

working at this resort, so that the audience understands the class 

structure going on here. 

 

0:07:02 Patrick Swayze received a Golden Globe Nomination for 

his role as ñJohnnyò.  The Golden Globe is a registered trademark 

of Hollywood Foreign Press Association.   

 

Val Kilmer was initially offered the headlining role but declined, 

he does have a back ground of dance and of course he is very 

athletic. 

 

Chapter 4: One Cornell of a Grandson (0:07:51)  
 The waiter at the table is Max Cantor, ñRobbie Gould,ò died of a heroin 

overdose in 1991 at the age of 32. 

 

This is directed by Emile Ardolino, who had a huge ballet background, and 

thus the studio was unsure about him as a director of this film.  The studio 

felt this film needed a director who understood life on the edge.  Emile is able 

to make the audience know the feeling of dancing, which is an important 

understanding of the film. 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001583/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0084105/

