Film Study Lecture on Dirty Dancing, (1987)
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Chapter 1: Main Title, 1987

Commentary by EleanoreéBgstein The idea of this film started by creating the soundtrack first

and then the writer Eleanor Bergstéiriter and ceproducer)working her way through the

sound track came up with the story you are about toAkef these musical numbers wepart

of her personal <collection of 330s and 450s,
This is not so much a neamaditional style of writing as many writers will immerse themselves in
music of a period or story as they write. She semtscript off with a cassette tape of the

soundtrack, and was turned down numerous times by prodarmgesxecutivesYetmo nt h 6 s

later producerand executivesould call and ask for another copy of the tape as theirs had been

ruined by useThe tapeséve be o me v al uabl e col | ewhichoare@implyi t e m i
| abeled AEBGs Dirty Dancingo. 't took ten ye
Title credits done by Richard Greenberg.
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Therearetwo types of music in this sourichck;you have the (1EleanTeen
and (2) Dirty Dancing. The clean teen is what Baby listens to until she fi
her rhythm in Dirty dancing.

0:03:08 Biography for Director by Emile Ardolino
Date of birth 9 May 1943, MaspettNY
Date of death20 November 1993Bel Air, CA. (AIDS)

Director - filmography 13. Baryshnikov at the White Houg&979) (TV)

1. Gypsy(1993) (TV) 14. "Great Performances: Dance in Ameri¢a976) TV Series
2. The Nutcracke(1993) Producer - filmography

3. Sister Act(1992) 1. Gypsy(1993) (TV) (producer)

4. 3 Men and a Little Lady (1990) He Makes Me Feel Like Danci(t983) (producer)

5. Chances Ar¢1989) When Hell Freezes Over, I'll SkatE979) (TV) (producer)
6

7

8

9

Dirty Dancing(1987) 4. Baryshnikov at the White Houg#979) (TV) (producer)
. "Great Performances: Dance in Ameri¢a976) TV Series

The Rise and Rise of Daniel Rock&986) (TV)

He Makes Me Feel Like Danci(t983)

2
3
5
MiscellaneousCrew - filmography
"FaerieTale Theatre(1982) TV Series 1
2
A
1

Oh! Calcutta(1972) (projected media)

The Wedding Party1969) (special assistance)
ctor - filmography

Dirty Dancing(1987) Cameo

10. Alice at the Palacf1982) (TV)
11. A Midsummer Night's Drear(1982) (TV)
12. When Hell Freezes Over, I'll Ska#379) (TV)

Chapter 2: A Summer at Kellerman's(0:02:15)
Bi g Gi r | ghisBouré&ampl€ of glean teen music. The book she is readihg is
Plight of the Pheasanhice touch of humor right from the start

MD601 is the |Iicense plate, which is EIleanor
plate they never add get in real life, but here they get it in their afterlife and in a movie.

Continuity: In the beginning when the family is in the car and Baby puts her hands around her
father's neck, he has ashirt on under his shirt. When they arrive at Kellermants he gets out
of the car there's no-3hirt.

The reveal of Kellermands is important, as th
movie was shot in two locatiohsike Lure,North Carolina and/lountain Lake Resort,

PembrokeVirginia. The frontreveal is Virginia. You see these white fences to North Carolina

and in the Virginia locations, as they traveled with the fences to make the shots appear seamless.

Kell ermanés exists only imltlhrad mdwi dysdrl lree rmea nid
Resort, it i s based on Grossingerods Terrace Hi
peak, Grossingeré6s entertained 150,000 guests

closed in 1986 just d3irty Dancingwas about to begin pradtion.

0:04:00Actress Jennifer Grey in the back seat with the book, her father is legendary actor
dancer, choreographer Joel Grey, who won an Oscar in 19Cal@aret Jennifer Grey is an
AmericanactressShe was born in 1960 dew York She played 'Jeanie Bueller' in the 1986
film 'Ferris Bueller's Day Off' before starring as '‘Baby Houseman' in the 188Dfrty
Dancing'.

Biography for Jennifer Grey
Date of birth 26 March 1960NY, NY
Height 5' 3"
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SpouseClark Gregg 200present, one child

Trivia

. Daughter of Broadway actor/dancer/choreogragbelr GreyandJo Wilder

e  Was engaged tMatthew BroderickandJohnny Depp

e  Studied acting at New Yorkity's prestigious Neighborhood Playhouse under legendary acting coach,
Sanford Meisner.

. In a recent interview for Channel 5 (UK) she said that having plastic surgery to her nose was the worst
mistake she had ever made. This was because she was nadéaogeizable as the girl from the film "Dirty
Dancing", just somebody who looked a bit like her.

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: This pert, curlyhaired daughter of acgingerdancer

Joel Grey opened moviegoers' eyes as the lovasgitkduckling teenager who blossoms (under Patrick Swayze's
able tu telage) iirty Dancing(1987), a boxffice sleeper. Following in the family footsteps, Grey started acting
in the early 1980s, landing supporting roleRecklessThe Cotton ClubRedDawn (all 1984), andAmerican
Flyers(1985), before making her mark in the teen confeelyis Bueller's Day Off1986) as the putpon sister of
Matthew Broderick (with whom she was once linked romantically). The following &y, Dancingwas a
tremerdous hit, and suddenly everyone knew who Jennifer Grey was. Inexplicably, she seemed unable to
capitalize on that success in subsequent films; she has since appeared on the big screen infrequently, in such mitgasidueditrely
released Runyonesgq travestyBloodhounds of Broadwaf 989) and the sailing saifdind (1992).

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc.

Actress- filmography 14. Wind (1992)Kate Bas

1. Keith (2006) Caroline 15. Eyes of a Witnesg1991) (TV)Christine Baxter

2. Ritual (2001/1)Dr. Alice Dodgson 16. Criminal Justic€1990) (TV)Liz Carter

3.  Bounce(2000)Janice Guerrero 17. Murder in Mississipp{1990) (TV)Rita Schwerner
4. "lt's Like, You Know..."(1999) TV Series Jennifer Grey 18. If the Shoe Fit$1990) (TV)Kelly Carter/Prudence
5. Since You've Been Gor{#998) (TV)Patty Reed 19. Bloodhounds of Broadwafl 989)Lovey Lou

6. The Secrets of My Heaf1998)Abby Friese 20. Gandahat1988) (vote)Airelle

7. OQutrage(1998) TV) Sally Casey 21. Dirty Dancing(1987)Frances '‘Baby' Houseman
8. The Playe(1997) (TV) 22. Ferris Bueller's Day Off1986)Jeanie Bueller

9. Red Meai(1997)Candice 23. Cindy Eller: A Modern Fairy Tal€1985) (TV)Laura Eller
10. Lover's Knot(1996)Megan Forrester 24. American Flyerg1985)Leslie

11. Portraits of a Kille{1996)Elaine Taylor 25. The Cotton Cluk{1984)Patsy Dwyer

12. The West Side Walt#1995) (TV)Robin Ouiseau 26. Red Dawn(1984)Toni

13. A Case for Murde(1993) (TV)Kate Weldon 27. Reckless(1984)Cathy Bennario

Jack Westonplaying the owner of the resort Max Kellermagteran character appearedNait
Until Dark & The Incredible Mr. Limpet.

Biography of Jack Weston Kellerman)

Date of birth 21 August 1924Cleveland, OH
Date d death3 May 1996NY, NY. (lymphoma)
Birth name Jack Weinstein

Biography from Leonard Maltin's Movie Encyclopedia: Chubby,
perpetually perspiring character comedian who's invaluable as an affable
stooge or goofy bad guy. A child actor in his hometa# Cleveland, and later
a busy Broadway actor (with several Neil Simon plays to his credit), Westo
broke into movies with 19583tage Strucland went on to enliven such
popular comedies @lease Don't Eat the Daisig960), The Honeymoon
Machine(1961), It's Only Money(1962),The Incredible Mr. Limpef1964),
Cactus Flowe(1969),A New Leaf(1971), andcuzz(1972). He tackled
occasional serious roles along the way, in such filnimaation of Life (1959),Mirage (1965),The Thomas Crown Affaif1968), and notably

as one of the card playersThe Cincinnati Kid(1965) and Alan Arkin's iffated henchman i#vait Until Dark (1967). Weston had his two best
roles in 1976: IMThe Ritzhe was a schlemiel hiding from his Mafia hitman brothelaw in a gy bathhouse; iGatorhe carried on a highly
improbable romance with Alice Ghostley. He played Alan Alda's dentist FdldérFour Seasor(8981), and then continued the role in the
subsequent TV series in 1984. He was seen to good effect as the ottree€aftskills resort iDirty Dancingand as the hapless agent of Warren
Beatty and Dustin Hoffman in the hapldsktar(both 1987). Weston is still active on stage and television, where he had the distinction of
costarring with The Marquis Chimps in "Thiathaways" (196:562).

Copyright © 1994 Leonard Maltin, used by arrangement with Signet, a division of Penguin Putnam, Inc.

0:04:48The dance instructor Cynthia Rhodes, APenn
Richard Marx. She appearedinhis1®d si ¢ vi deo fADondét Mean Not hi
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These opening shots are Virginia as they wanted

to feature the lake in the background. Originally

this scene was written for swimming pool, the

reason why they wanted to show that is that this

was one of the first plas where blacks and

1 whites were allowed to swim together in the

same pool, and they really wanted to show that
factual tidbit, but coul dn

pool. This was one of the last summers of liberall9®3

Although they barely dance duritige movie Jerry OrbaclandKelly Bishop
(Baby's parents) were both wélthown as Broadway singers and dancers. In
fact, their most famous Broadway meads- "A Chorus Line" for Bishop and
"Chicago" for Orbach had engaged in a famous rivalry for box office and
awards when they opened within months of each other in 1975.

Chapter 3: Some Staff Ruleg0:05:44)

Now we have f il mi n ghicdisiarrefenegce i thegeriod aftér theisurohas w
set and we have daylight still, it gives off this nice warm glowing
light.

0:06:26The voice over explains the two different types of staff
working at this resort, so that the audience understandsatbe cl
structure going on here.

0:07:02Patrick Swayze received a Golden Globe Nomination for
his role as AJohnnyo. The Gol den Gl obe is a
of Hollywood Foreign Press Association.

Val Kilmer was initially offered the headlining role todeclined,
he does have a back ground of dance and of course he is very
athletic.

Chapter 4: One Cornell of a Grandson(0:07:51)
The waiter at the table is Max Cantor
overdose in 1991 at the age of 32.

This is direceéd by Emile Ardolino, who had a huge ballet background, and
thus the studio was unsure about him as a director of this film. The studio
felt this film needed a director who understood life on the eégeaile is able
to make the audience know the feelofglancing, which is an important
understanding of the film.
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