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Notes on a Scandal, 2007 
R- Rated, 91 minutes 

Director Richard Eyre  
 
Cast & Characters   

  

 

Joanna Scanlan  
Cate Blanchett - Sheba Hart  

Phil Davis ï Brian, Teacher 

Shaun Parkes  
Andrew Simpson - Steven Connolly  

Max Lewis - Hart 

Juno Temple ï Polly Hart 
Michael Maloney ï John, headmaster 

Julia McKenzie ï sister to Barbara Covett 

Bill Nighy - Richard Hart  
Judi Dench - Barbara Covett  

Diana Berriman - Marcia  

Derbhle Crotty - Mrs Commolly  
Anne-Marie Duff - Annabel  

Miranda Pleasence - Eddie's Wife  

Tameka Empson - Antonia Robinson  
Syreeta Kumar - Gita  

Wendy Nottingham - Elaine Clifford  

Barry McCarthy - Dave  
Edna Kennedy - Linda  

Leon Skinner - Davis  

Alice Bird - Saskia  
Jonathan Speer - Vet  

Stephen Kennedy - Mr Connolly  

Catherine Drew - Newsreader  
Benedict Taylor - Eddie  

Tom Georgeson - Ted Mawson  

Debra Gillett - Lorraine  
Jill Baker - Sheba's Mother  

Adrian Scarborough - Martin  

Michael Maloney - Sandy Pabblem  

 

 

 Crew   
  

 

Screenwriter: Patrick Marber  

Supervising Sound Editor: Jacob Ribicoff  

Casting: Shaheen Baig  
First Assistant Director: Martin Harrison  

Editor: Antonia Van Drimmelen  

Supervising Art Director: Mark Raggett  
Sound/Sound Designer: Jim Greenhorn  

Art Director: Hannah Moseley  

Producer: Scott Rudin  
Cinematographer: Chris Menges  

Casting: Maggie Lunn  

Executive Producer: Redmond Morris  
Director: Richard Eyre  

Producer: Robert Fox  

Composer (Music Score): Philip Glass  

Set Decorator: Caroline Smith  

Book Author: Zoe Heller  

Editor: John Bloom  
Production Designer: Tim Hatley  

Costume Designer: Tim Hatley  

Stunts Coordinator: Nrinder Dhudwar  
Set Medic/First Aid: Sara Dony  

Buyer: Harriet Orman  

Second Assistant Director: Chris Stoaling  
Second Assistant Camera: Ashley Bond  

Makeup: Rebecca Lafford  

Boom Operator: Katherine Morath  
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ADR Editor: Nigel Stone  

Clapper Loader: Sam Barnes  

Set Designer: Kirsty Wilkinson  
Makeup: Helen Johnson  

Hair Styles: Helen Johnson  

Third Assistant Director: Heidi Gower  
Special Effects: Mark Haddenham  

Second Assistant Camera: Mark Milsome  

Second Second Assistant Director: Charlie Waller  
Art Department Assistant: Cian O'Clery  

Voice Casting: Edward Colyer  
Electrician: Kevin Fitzpatrick  

Stunts: Tina Maskell  

Foley Editor: Derek Trigg  
Research: Ruth Halliday  

Conductor: Michael Riesman  

Special Effects Coordinator: Stuart Brisdon  
Post Production Supervisor: Polly Duval  

Assistant Editor: Martin Corbett  

Supervising Sound Editor: Jacob Ribikoff  
Assistant Sound Editor: Diana Smith  

Music Editor: Missy Coen  

Assistant Music Editor: Derek Somaru  
Recording: Air Studios  

Stunts: John Street  

Craft Service/Catering: Set Meals  
Color Timing: Martin Scoones  

Assistant Set Decorator: Lucy Eyre  

Graphic Design: Kem White  
Grip: Urszula Pontikos  

Video Playback: Alex Hobbs  

Personal Assistant: Mira Shin , Dan Erstad , Nathan Kelly , Danny Roman , Sarah Richardson  
Production Coordinator: Francesca Catellano  

Production Secretary: Vanraaj Padhaal  

Production Accountant: Shruti Shah  
First Assistant Accountant: Polly Fletcher , Dan Hillsdon , Helen Walker  

Post Production Accountant: Tarn Harper  

Hair Styles: Eamonn Hughes  

Costumes Assistant: Vandra Howard , David Otzen , Jane Leonard  

Set Designer: Peter Watson  

Gaffer: Gavin Walters  
Electrician: Steve Blythe , Jimmy Harris , Eamonn Fitzgerald , Mark Thomas , Emily Plant  

Runner: Barney Miller , Emily Graham  

Transportation Coordinator: Gary Birmingham  
Head Carpenter: Ian Bee  

Carpenter: David Martin , Paul Bowring  

Painter: John Davies , Amanda Waddington  
Personal Assistant: Jemma Kearney  

Focus Puller: Ben Wilson  

Assistant Location Manager: Lee Robertson  
Dialogue Editor: Tim Owens  

Musical Direction/Supervision: Hothouse Music Limited  

Stunts: Peter Pedrero  
Set Designer: Ben Wilkinson  

Location Manager: Amanda Stevens  

Costumes Supervisor: Allison Wyldeck  
Assistant Art Director: Jane Harwood  

Assistant Location Manager: Richard Hill  

Unit Production Manager: Rachel Neale  
Assistant Sound Editor: Lionel Johnson  

Re-Recording Mixer: Martin Czembor  
Unit Publicist: Linda Gamble  

Gaffer: Lee Walters  

Properties Master: Maxie McDonald  
Music Editor: Graham Sutton  

Sound Editor: Stuart Stanley  

Grip: Gary Hymns  
Stunts: Robert B. Hunt  

Title Design: Balsmeyer & Everett  
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Electrician: Peter Harris  

Foley Artist: Peter Burgis , Andi Derrick  

Camera Operator: Paul Bond  
Lighting: Paul Bond  

Makeup: Buxton Jayne  

Hair Styles: Buxton Jayne  
Still Photographer: Clive Coote  

Vocal Coach: Joan Washington  

Re-Recording Mixer: Lee Dichter  
Script Supervisor: Diana Dill  

Re-Recording Mixer: Mike Prestwood Smith  
Department Head Makeup: Lisa Westcott  

Department Head Hair: Lisa Westcott  

 

Disc One -- Notes on a Scandal  

Chapter 1. Main Titles/Progress 0:00:00  
Richard Eyre, the director of Notes on a Scandal begins his comments on this film by 

stating that if a director ñgets the beginning and end of a movie right, then the middle of 

the film doesnôt so much matter.ò  

 
Biography for Richard Eyre , director 

Date of Birth 28 March 1943, Barnstaple, Devon, England, UK 
Spouse Sue Birtwistle 

 

Trivia  

 He was awarded the Laurence Olivier Theatre Award in 1983 (1982 season) for Best Director for Guys 

and Dolls. 

 He was awarded the 1998 Laurence Olivier Theatre Award for Best Director of the 1997 season for King 

Lear at the Royal National Theatre: Cottesloe. 

 He was nominated for a 1997 Laurence Olivier Theatre Award for Best Director of 1996 for John Gabriel 
Borkman. 

 He was awarded the 1997 Laurence Olivier Theatre Award for Outstanding Achievement to Theatre. 

 He was nominated for a 2003 Laurence Olivier Theatre Award for Best Director of 2002 for Vincent in Brixton performed at the 

Royal National Theatre: Cottesloe. 

 He was awarded the 1982 London Evening Standard Theatre Award for Best Director for Guys and Dolls. 

 He was awarded the 1997 London Critics Circle Theatre Award (Drama) for Best Director for King Lear and The Invention of 
Love both performed at the Royal National Theatre. 

 He was awarded the 1996 London Critics Circle Theatre Award (Drama) for Best Director for John Gabriel Borkman and Guys and 
Dolls. 

 He was awarded the 1997 London Evening Standard Theatre Award for Best Director for King Lear and An Invention of Love. 

 He was awarded the 1997 London Evening Standard Theatre Award: Special Award for his directorship of the Royal National 

Theatre from 1988 to 1997. 

 He was awarded the Patricia Rothermere Award for Services to the Theatre at the 1995 London Evening Standard Theatre Awards. 

 An Associate Member of RADA. 

 Was twice nominated for Broadway's Tony Award as Best Director (Play): in 1997 for David Hare's "Skylight" and in 2002 for a 

revival of Arthur Miller's "The Crucible." 

Director:  

1. The Other Man (2008)   

2. Notes on a Scandal (2006)  
3. Stage Beauty (2004)  

4. Iris (2001/I)  

5. Rockaby (2000) (TV)  

6. King Lear (1998) (TV)  

7. The Absence of War (1995) (TV)  

8. Suddenly, Last Summer (1993) (TV)  
9. Tumbledown (1988) (TV)  

10. The Insurance Man (1986) (TV)  

11. Past Caring (1985) (TV)  
12. Laughterhouse (1984)  

13. The Ploughman's Lunch (1983)  

14. Loose Connections (1983)  
15. "Play for Today" (5 episodes, 1979-1981) 

16. The Cherry Orchard (1980) (TV)  

Producer: 

1. Atonement (2007)(executive producer)  

2. Stage Beauty (2004) (executive producer)  

3. "Play for Today" (producer) (12 episodes, 1978-1980) 
 

Writer:  

1. The Other Man (2008)  (screenplay)  

2. Iris (2001/I) (screenplay)  

3. "Changing Stages" (6 episodes, 2000) 

4. King Lear (1998) (TV) (adaptation)  
5. "Play for Today" (1 episode, 1980)  

Miscellaneous Crew: 

1. Richard III (1995) (original stage production)  
2. Traviata, La (1994) (TV) (opera director)  

Self: 

1. "This Week" Himself (2 episodes, 2006-2007) 
2. "Britain's Finest" Himself (1 episode, 2005) 

3. The John Thaw Story (2002) (TV) Himself  

4. "Changing Stages" Himself /(6 episodes, 2000) 
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Framing the movie with this shot to open and close the picture. This is not the first 

beginning of the movie that they thought of, originally it was going to begin with Judi 

Dench as Barbara Covett inside of her flat with her cat, but they thought if you saw her 

outside you might understand this womanôs loneliness better. People surrounding her and 

she was just all alone.  The diary, of course, the notes on the scandal are the central story 

telling vehicle that is going to be used here. 

 

Framing: In media studies, sociology and psychology, the term framing refers to an 

inevitable process of selective influence over the individual's perception of the meanings 

attributed to words or phrases. Framing defines the packaging of an element of rhetoric 

in such a way as to encourage certain interpretations and to discourage others. The 

mass-media or specific political or social movements or organizations may establish 

media frames. "Framing is the process by which a communication source, such as a news 

organization, defines and constructs a political issue or public controversy". 

 

This is Archway Road and the bridge above is known as Suicide Bridge, this school is 

located in North London, Islington, England.  The Bridge School, 75 Prebend St 

London, has a population of 900 students and the students you see in this film are 

students that attend this school.   

 

This high angle shot was a difficult one to get as they are trying to show her immediate 

interest in the new teacher and her element of attraction to this new teacher.  It was a 

difficult balance to get her looking like a stalker and someone who was merely interested 

in this new teacher arrival.  They show her as a good history teacher and a good 

disciplinarian of her class, also a teacher for which the pupils have no affection towards. 

 

The scene of the staff meeting introduces us to Michael Maloney character the 

headmaster of the school. It shows Barbara who is extremely uninterested in the 

proceedings and then the introduction of the Cate Blanchett of Sheba Hart, showing her 

nervous and uneasy and an object of curiosity and attraction by Barbara. 

 

0:03:13 Both of the characteristics of these two women are the extreme opposite of each 

other.  This is the first time director Richard Eyre worked with Cate Blanchett, he said 

that ñshe is very methodical and very well prepared, but marvelously disticntive.ò 

 

0:05:00 Now we get to observe life at the school and get to see that Sheba is ill at ease 

with the pupils that she has no control.  Her Barbara is showing a mixture of disdain and 

attraction.  This is the first time that we get to see young Andrew Simpson playing the 

role of Steven Connolly, the pivotal character of the film.   

 
Biography for Cate Blanchett, Sheba 

Date of Birth 14 May 1969, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia,  
Birth Name Catherine Elise Blanchett 

Height 5' 8½"  

 

Mini Biography Cate Blanchett graduated from Australia's National Institute of Dramatic Art in 1992 and, in a little over a year, had 

won both critical and popular acclaim. On graduating from NIDA, she joined the Sydney Theatre Company's production of Caryl 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000949/
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Churchill's "Top Girls", then played Felice Bauer, the bride, in Tim Daly's "Kafka Dances", winning the 1993 Newcomer Award from 

the Sydney Theatre Critics Circle for her performance. From there, Blanchett moved to the role of Carol in David Mamet's searing 

polemic "Oleanna", also for the Sydney Theatre Company, and won the Rosemont Best Actress Award, her second award that year. 
She then co-starred in the ABC Television's prime time drama "Heartland" (1994) (mini), again winning critical acclaim. In 1995, she 

was nominated for Best Female Performance for her role as Ophelia in the Belvoir Street Theatre Company's production of "Hamlet". 

Other theatre credits include Helen in the Sydney Theatre Company's "Sweet Phoebe", Miranda in "The Tempest" and Rose in "The 
Blind Giant is Dancing", both for the Belvoir Street Theatre Company. In other television roles, Blanchett starred as Bianca in ABC's 

"Bordertown" (1995) (mini), as Janie Morris in "G.P." (1989) and in ABC's popular series Police Rescue (1994). She made her feature 

film debut in Paradise Road (1997), and, in 1998, she played the title character in Elizabeth (1998), winning numerous awards for her 
performance, including the Golden Globe for Best Actress in a Drama. Cate was also nominated for an Academy Award for the role 

but lost out to Gwyneth Paltrow. 2001 was a particularly busy year, with starring roles in Bandits (2001), The Shipping News (2001), 
Charlotte Gray (2001) and playing Elf Queen Galadriel in the "Lord Of The Rings" trilogy. 

Spouse Andrew Upton, December 29, 1997 ï present, two children 

 

Trivia  

 She was the first person to win the Critics Circle Theatre award for Best Newcomer and Lead Actress in the same year. 

One of the performances which won her this award was for her role in David Mamet's Oleanna, opposite Shine (1996) star 
Geoffrey Rush. 

 Has an older brother named Bob who works in the computer field, and a younger sister, Genevieve who is a theater 

designer. 

 When she was 18, Cate was on vacation in Egypt. A fellow guest at a cheap hotel in Cairo asked if she wanted to be an 
extra in a movie, and the next day she found herself in a crowd scene, cheering for an American boxer who was losing to 

an Egyptian. She dreaded the experience and walked off from the movie. 

 Attended Methodist Ladies College (MLC) in Melbourne, Australia and was the School Drama Captain. 

 Her father, (Robert Blanchett) a Texan ad executive, died of a heart attack when she was ten years old. 

 After completing work on the Lord of the Rings trilogy in the role of Galadriel, she kept and bronzed her elf ear 
prosthetics. 

 Was considered for the role of Clarice Starling in Hannibal (2001). The part eventually went to Julianne Moore. 

 Son, Dashiell John Upton, born December 2001. He was named after the author of classic crime novel The Maltese Falcon 

(1941), Dashiell Hammett. 

 In an interview she gave to Fox Television Network, she admitted blushingly that she had accepted the role of Galadriel, 

the Elf Queen, in The Lord of the Rings trilogy because she always wanted to appear in a movie wearing pointed ears. 

 Enjoys making lists and crossing items off as she accomplishes them. 

 Chosen as one of People Magazine's "50 Most Beautiful." [1999] 

 Children: Dashiell John, born on December 3, 2001 in London, England; Roman Robert, born on April 23, 2004 

 Has been in 5 movies where the title contains the name of the character she plays: Veronica Guerin (2003), Charlotte Gray 
(2001), Elizabeth (1998), Thank God He Met Lizzie (1997), and Oscar and Lucinda (1997). [March 2004] 

 Was originally going to play the role of Anna in Mike Nichols's latest film Closer (2004/I), but due to her second 
pregnancy she had to drop out, so it was recast with Julia Roberts instead. 

 Second son, Roman Robert, with Andrew Upton, born 23 April 2004 in London, England. 

 Was the original 'Tim-Tam' girl in the series of commercials promoting the product. 

 September 2004: Flew back home to Melbourne, Australia to launch the skincare range from SK-II at Australia's leading 
department store Myer. 

 Was set to play "Portia" in Michael Radford's adaptation of William Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice (2004), thus 
re-uniting with actor Joseph Fiennes, her co-star from the blockbuster Elizabeth (1998), but had to drop out after 

discovering her pregnancy. This also would have reunited her with Ian McKellen, with whom she appeared in "The Lord of 

the Rings" trilogy, who would have played "Shylock". He too ultimately left the project. 

 By winning the Oscar for her portrayal of Katharine Hepburn, she became the first person to give an Oscar-winning 

portrayal of a previous Oscar winner. 

 In The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou (2004), she appears with Anjelica Huston, and in The Aviator (2004), she works 

with Danny Huston, the daughter and son, respectively, of director John Huston. In addition to having played Katharine 

Hepburn, who appeared in The African Queen (1951), directed by John Huston, she also appeared in a remake of a film 
that John Huston appeared in: The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003). 

 In The Aviator (2004), she works opposite Leonardo DiCaprio, who plays Howard Hughes. The year before, she appeared 
in The Missing (2003/I) with Tommy Lee Jones. Jones played Hughes years earlier in The Amazing Howard Hughes 

(1977) (TV). 

 Nominated for Best Female Performance in the Belvoir St Theatre Company's production of "Hamlet". 

 Won the Rosemont Best Actress Award for her performance in "Oleanna". 

 1992: Graduated from Australia's NIDA (National Institute of Dramatic Art). 

 Was unknowingly pregnant while portraying the pregnant journalist in The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou (2004). 

 Her first two Oscar Nominations are for playing real, historical figures (Queen Elizabeth II and Katharine Hepburn). 

 Won Best Female Actor, Helpmann Award for her performance in "Hedda Gabler". [2005] 

 Appeared next to Hugo Weaving in 9 different projects: "Bordertown" (1995) (mini), "Drama School" (2000), Little Fish 

(2005), The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001), The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003), 
The Lord of the Rings: The Third Age (2004) (VG), The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (2002), The Making of 'The 

Lord of the Rings' (2002) (V), Quest for the Ring (2001) (TV). 

 Is of French descent. 
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 In "The Lord of the Rings", she worked with Elijah Wood and Sean Astin, who played "Frodo" and "Sam", respectively. 

Also appearing with her in those films, as well as in The Aviator (2004), was Ian Holm, who played "Frodo" in the BBC 
radio series. In Notes on a Scandal (2006), she worked with Bill Nighy, who played "Sam" in the BBC radio series. In The 

Golden Age (2007), she worked with Samantha Morton, who is engaged to Ian Holm's son, Harry Holm. 

 She participated in six films nominated for the Best Picture Academy Award, four of them in a row: Elizabeth (1998), The 
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001), The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (2002), The Lord of the 

Rings: The Return of the King (2003), The Aviator (2004) and Babel (2006). 

 In Bandits (2001), she works with Troy Garity. In The Aviator (2004), she plays Katharine Hepburn, who appeared with 

Garity's mother, Jane Fonda and grandfather, Henry Fonda, in On Golden Pond (1981). 

 Was considered for the role of Jane Smith in Mr. & Mrs. Smith (2005). 

 15th February 2005: Attended the 2005 Elle Style Awards held at London's trendy Spitalfields Market. Posed for photos 
with fellow Australian Kylie Minogue, who was presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 Her Texan father, Robert Blanchett, met her mother, June, in Melbourne. 

 Was officially in the BAFTA longlist (Equivalently, the semi-finals) for Best Actress in a Leading Role, for her role in 
Notes on a Scandal (2006) (unlike the Oscars, where she was competing for Supporting Role), which consisted of 15 

finalists for each category (except Animated Film). However, she was eliminated in the next round, which the five official 
nominees were selected. [2007] 

 Was officially in the BAFTA longlist (Equivalently, the semi-finals) for Best Actress in a Supporting Role, for her role in 
Babel (2006), which consisted of 15 finalists for each category (except Animated Film). However, she was eliminated in 

the next round, which the five official nominees were selected. [2007]. 

 

Where Are They Now (November 2006) Sydney Theatre Company announced that Cate Blanchett and 'Upton, Andrew' would 

become artistic directors beginning in 2008. 

 

Actress: 

1. The Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009) (voice) Mrs. Fox  

2. Fourth Installment of the Indiana Jones Adventures 
(2008)   

3. The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008) Daisy  

4. I'm Not There (2007) Bob Dylan/Jude  
5. The Golden Age (2007) Queen Elizabeth I 

6. Hot Fuzz (2007) (uncredited) Jeanine  

7. Notes on a Scandal (2006) Sheba Hart  
8. The Good German (2006) Lena Brandt  

9. Babel (2006) Susan  

10. Little Fish (2005) Tracy  
11. Stories of Lost Souls (2005) Julie-Anne   

12. The Aviator (2004) Katharine Hepburn  

13. The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou (2004) Jane W.  
14. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King (2003) 

Galadriel 

15. The Missing (2003/I) Maggie Gilkeson  
16. Coffee and Cigarettes (2003) Cate/Shelly   

17. Veronica Guerin (2003) Veronica Guerin  

18. The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (2002) 
Galadriel 

19. Heaven (2002) Philippa 

20. The Shipping News (2001) Petal 
21. Charlotte Gray (2001) Charlotte Gray 

22. The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring 

(2001) Galadriel 

23. Bandits (2001) Kate Wheeler  
24. The Gift (2000) Annabelle 'Annie' Wilson  

25. The Man Who Cried (2000) Lola 

26. The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999) Meredith Logue 
27. Pushing Tin (1999) Connie Falzone 

28. An Ideal Husband (1999) Lady Gertrude Chiltern  

29. Bangers (1999) Julie-Anne  
30. Elizabeth (1998) Elizabeth I 

31. Oscar and Lucinda (1997) Lucinda Leplastrier  

32. Thank God He Met Lizzie (1997) Lizzie 
33. Paradise Road (1997) Susan Macarthy  

34. Parklands (1996) Rosie  

35. "Bordertown" (1995) (mini) TV Series Bianca  
36. Police Rescue (1994) Vivian 

37. "Heartland" (1994) (mini) TV Series Elizabeth Ashton  

38. "Police Rescue" Mrs. Haines (1 episode, 1993) 
39. "G.P." (1989) TV Series Janie Morris  

Producer: 

1. Stories of Lost Souls (2005) (producer) (segment 
"Bangers")  

2. Bangers (1999) (producer)  

Source: Internet Movie Database 

 

Chapter 2. The Novice 05:19  
At this stage we donôt show it from the POV of Sheba, but we show it from the POV of 

Barbara. Here we introduce another teacher played by Phil Davis ï Teacher who becomes 

a central character later on, but this establishes him being drawn to the honey part of 

Sheba. 
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Date of Birth 9 December 1934, York, North Yorkshire, England, UK 
Birth Name Judith Olivia Dench,  

Height 5' 3½"  

 

Mini Biography Attended Mount School in York, and studied at the Central School of Speech and Drama. She has performed with 
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Actress in A Handful of Dust (1988) and A Room with a View (1985) . She received an ACE award for her performance in the 
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